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tioned The Napoleon of Notting Hill, The Man tchowas Thursday,
and The Flying Im. His " Father Brown" detective stories
show great originality in conception and treatment.
Coleridge, Samuel Taylor (1772-1834). Born at Ottery St
Mary, Devonshire, where his father was Vicar. Educated at
Christ's Hospital and Jesus College, Cambridge. He eventually
settled at Nether Stowey in Somerset, where he had Wordsworth
for a neighbour. Here Coleridge wrote his most famous poem,
The Rim of the Ancient Mariner, and also collaborated with his
fellow-poet in the Lyrical Ballads of 1798. In 1800 he went to
live at Keswick in the Lake District, but soon afterwards his
health gave way, chiefly on account of his opium-taking habits.
In 1819 he found a home with Dr. Oilman at Highgate, where
he died.
Cowper, William (i732-1800). Born at Great Berkharnpstead,
Hertfordshire, where his father was Rector. He was educated
at Westminster School, and later studied law at the Middle
Temple, being called to the Bar in 1754, though he never
practised. Through family influence he received an appoint-
ment as Clerk of the Journals to the House of Lords, but his
duties so preyed upon his nervous constitution that his mind gave
way for a time. While unfortunate in many ways Cowper was
lucky in his friends, and went to live with the Unwins at Olney
in Buckinghamshire; where the Rev. John Newton was curate.
Together they produced the famous Olney Hymns, of which
Cowper wrote sixty-seven. It was his friend Lady Austin who
persuaded MTP. to write his best-known poem in blank verse,
The Task, and also the lively ballad of The Diverting History of
John Gilpin, which was based on an actual incident related to
him by Lady Austin. Cowper died at East Dereham in
Norfolk.
de la Mare, Walter. Born in 1873 at Charlton, Kent. Huguenot
by descent, educated at St. Paul's Cathedral Choir School
His work includes poems of fancy, for children, or about them,
as in Songs of Childhood and Peacock Pie, prose romances such as
The Return and Memoirs of a Midget, and distinguished antho-
logies such as Com Hither and Behold This Dreamer.